
Hon. Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Governor Hochul:

Today, elected leaders and community partners in the Greater Rochester Area are reaching out to
request your support for critical legislation voted on earlier this year, A.5088/S.4266. This
legislation, sponsored by Assemblymember Reyes and Senator Webb, would establish “a task
force on missing women and girls who are Black, Indigenous and people of color (BIPOC)
to develop policy changes that will work to address the lack of care and concern for missing
and murdered BIPOC women and girls with New York State governmental agencies”

Statistically, cases of missing BIPOC women and girls are frequently treated with less urgency,
care, and attention than other cases. These cases are often classified as runaways, which further
reduces the efforts being made to find them, while their families suffer. The task force created by
this bill will be charged with identifying the discrepancies in care for missing BIPOC women
and girls, and will outline policies and procedures that will help solve cases and reunite families.

This is an issue of great significance to our community. Earlier this week, the body of 16 year old
Jakarah Lopez-Moore was discovered in an industrial park, with investigators calling her death a
homicide. Lopez-Moore disappeared on August 27th, and despite her phone and social media
accounts remaining inactive, her case was classified as a runaway. As our community mourns the
tragic loss of Jakarah, we are also faced with the question of what the outcome may have been
had an AMBER alert been issued, or if appropriate resources were dedicated toward finding her.

With this renewed focus on missing children, the Rochester Police Department confirmed in
media events that there are 63 current open cases involving missing juveniles, most of whom are
Black and Brown children. This is unacceptable, and a failure to act only further perpetuates the
notion that these lives matter less than others. It is clear that our current system is deeply flawed,
and it must be thoroughly examined and changed to equitably serve all New Yorkers. Signing
A5088/S4266 into law to create this task force is an integral first step.
We request your support for this lifesaving legislation, so that we can begin the work to ensure
every missing child is searched for with the same resources and commitment—regardless of their
race, zip code, and socioeconomic status.



Sincerely,

Sarah Clark
Assemblywoman, District 136

Samra Brouk
Senator, District 55

Jen Lunsford
Assemblymember, District 135

Demond Meeks
Assemblyman, District 137

Harry Bronson
Assemblymember, District 138

Jeremy Cooney
Senator, District 56

Sabrina LaMar
President, Monroe County Legislature

Yversha Roman
Minority Leader, Monroe County Legislature

Howard Maffucci
Monroe County Legislator, District 10

Michael Yudelson
Monroe County Legislator, District 13

Sue Hughes-Smith
Monroe County Legislator, District 14

Dave Long
Monroe County Legislator, District 16

Roman Misula
Monroe County Legislator, District 17

John Baynes
Monroe County Legislator, District 18

Rachel Barnhart
Monroe County Legislator, District 21

Mercedes Vasquez-Simmons
Monroe County Legislator, District 22

Linda Hasman
Monroe County Legislator, District 23

Albert Blankley
Monroe County Legislator, District 24

Carolyn Delvecchio-Hoffman
Monroe County Legislator, District 25

William Burgess
Monroe County Legislator, District 28

Ricky Frazier
Monroe County Legislator, District 29



Miguel Meléndez
Rochester City Council President

Mary Lupien
Rochester City Council Vice President

Mitch Gruber
Rochester City Councilmember, At-Large

Willie Lightfoot
Rochester City Councilmember, At-Large

Stanley Martin
Rochester City Councilmember, At-Large

Kim Smith
Rochester City Councilmember, At-Large

LaShay Harris
Rochester City Councilmember, South

Michael Patterson
Rochester City Councilmember, Northeast

Jose Peo
Rochester City Councilmember, Northwest

Beatriz LeBron
Commissioner, Rochester City School District

Ricardo Adams
Commissioner, Rochester City School District

Camille Simmons
Commissioner, Rochester City School District

Dr. Carmine Peluso
Superintendent, Rochester City School District

LaShara Evans
Chief of Staff, Rochester City School District

Demario Strickland
Deputy Superintendent of Teaching and Learning,

Rochester City School District

Ruth Turner
Deputy Superintendent for Administration and

Supports, Rochester City School District

Jaime Saunders
President & CEO, United Way of Greater Rochester

and the Finger Lakes

Peter Robinson
Vice President, Government and Community

Relations, University of Rochester

Miguel Velázquez
CEO, Rochester Genesee Regional Transportation

Authority

Jackie Dozier
Director, Community Health & Well-Being, Common

Ground Health

Aqua Porter
Executive Director, RMAPI

Angelica Perez-Delgado
President & CEO, Ibero-American Action League

Reverend Myra Brown
Executive Director, Rochester Black Community

Focus Fund

Aqua Porter
President, The Rochester (NY) Chapter of The Links,

Incorporated

Larry Marx
CEO, The Children's Agenda

Reverend James Simmons
Pastor, Baber African Methodist Episcopal Church

Shawn James
Vice President, Eliminating Race and Seeking Equity

Nick Robertson
Policy and Research Chair, Eliminating Race and

Seeking Equity

Latanya Morse
Treasurer, Eliminating Race and Seeking Equity

Claudette Lowery
Secretary, Eliminating Race and Seeking Equity

Michael Huntone
Vice Secretary, Eliminating Race and Seeking Equity

Chelsea Galvin
Eliminating Race and Seeking Equity



Latricia Johnson
Eliminating Race and Seeking Equity

Noel France
Eliminating Race and Seeking Equity

LaShunda Leslie-Smith
Executive Director, Connected Communities

Alyssa Whitfield
Founder & CEO, Dress for Success Rochester

Pilar Osorio-Godoy
President, Grupo Cultural Latinos en Rochester

Tiffany Porter
Founder, Being Black in the Burbs & Accomplices

Anthony Hall
CEO, Community Resource Collaborative

Carol Tegas
CEO, Finger Lakes Performing Provider System

Evelyn Irons
President, Lyell Otis Community Association

Sherita Bullock
Executive Director, Healthy Baby Network

Ronni Pollack
Indigenous Advisory Council for Collective Impact

Beatriz LeBron
Executive Director, Father Tracy Advocacy Center

Shanai Lee
Founding Executive Director, READY

Mel Funchess
CEO, Ubuntu Village Works

Carmen Allen Lisa Martinez DeVinney


